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BRISANE. Australia.
There are now less than aie aborigines

left inAustralia.and of these :fo,o are inthe state of Que"nsland. where this letter

is dated. I saw no natives in Tasmania.
There are only T in the state of Victoria,
and only about1.rmm kin New South Wales.
Soth Australia has bean less develoiad
than the eastern states, and it has :.ig"i.
while the vast desert regions of western

Australia are sad to have something like

6.m These figures, of course, are not ab-
solute.ly accurate. The aborigines live. in
the wilds, and n the vast regtons of unex-

ploredt Austrilia no one. can tell how many
there area.The only pure natives I have
seen were in som!. of the towns along the

northeast coast of Queensland, and my in-
formation comes largely from travelers.

explorers and the clonial governments.
Mfany of my photographs have been fur-

nished by the governments of Queensland
and New South Wales, from the collec-
tions taken by the official explorers.The people' here call the aborigines
"blacks"' andm elack fellowr They slme-

times us the word negro. but the few na-
tives fhae seen wre ch late brown,
rather thn black. Their hair was curly.
but not woolly, and they had not the thieck
lips nor the very tlat noses of the African.
Some hf the aborigines are quite fine look-
ing. they are straight and well formed. al-
th-ogh gonerailly lean and se"rawny. In
To"wnsville I saw a native girl about eigh-
teen years oldI who looked more like a mu-
latto than a negro. Sh. had high cheek
bones. a slightly re-ceing chin and a big
month. and her hair was glossy, smooth
and tine. Still she was by no means bad

looking for a"gin." and wld have passedmuster among a mixed crowd of colored
people from our southern states.

Their Simple Wardrobes.
This girl had on European clothes. In

th" interior parts of north Australia
the nativesawa naativclothes whatever.
Both men and women go naked, or

at best have ony a few ornaments in their
hair, noses and ears. with perhaps a string
or two about the waist. In northwestern
Queensland the natives use belts of human
hair during gertain ceremonies, and they
often stripe their bodies with paint. They
sometimes have grass necklaces and strings
of opossum skins about their shoulders.
They tie bands about their hair to keep It
from falling into their eyes,and for the
same reasons soak it stiff with fat or clay.
Hair grease is evcrywhere profusely used.
and it is not uncommon for a native to give
himself a coat of fish oil whenever he can
get it. This envelopes hIm in a rancid
smell which is very offe-nsive to Europeans.
The miethods of hairdressing vary. The
hair i.s often boa up with cloths, and the
knuckle bones of the kangar..o are so fas-
tened to it that they hang down over the
ears; in somne parts kangaroo teeth are fas-

tend tte freock. o tatthey hang
down and rest on the forehead between the
eyebrows. About Port Darwin in north-
western Australia the men and women use
nose pins, somie of whic'h are ten inches
korg. The nose is pi.-rced in the center,
and, being pulled down, these plns are

Thronisng a Bloomierang.
thru~st thro'ugh so that th.-y stand out for
five Inches on each sidie the nostrils. Somte
of the pins ar.- made of turkey bones and
oth.ers of kang trio or emu bones. Some-
tim. s parr, t huills are used, the bright-col-
ere'i f. ath.-rs extending outt on each side the
nostrils. Some of the natives pierce their
uars, using kangaroo bones as plugs.

Sear. an 0rnaments.
Am rng the pueer forms of ornamentation

are the scarring and cutting of the body.
Nearly every native has more or less scars
upon him, and the bigger the scars the
better they 1:ke it. I refer to ornamental
scars. for many of the womren are scarred
by the punishments infleted upon them by
their husbands. As to the urnanmental scar-
ring, this la d ine as a matter of beauty.
The skin is voluntarily cut with flints or
shells, powdered charcoal Is dusted in and
the wounds are kept open for months.
When they heal they leave ridges on the
body as thick as your finger. These scars
are found on the back and chest, and ora
the biceps muscles. They are sometimes
on the thighs anid stomachs. Among othet
tribes little pieces of skin are cut out tC
make scars, the victims yelling with pair
during the operation.
As to the scars of the women, these are

often made by the men in way of punish-
ment. They look upon the women atheirsa ves, and when angry club them affd cul
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If the woman is killed It makes little dif-
ference. for she is looked upon as the prop-
e rty of the man who supports her. and a
man may do what he likes with his own.

A Chance for the New Womsan.
There is no place in the -world where the

new woman could work to better advan-
tage than among these aborigines. I doubt
whether there are people in the wilds of
Africa who treat the women so hadly. The
wife is the plaything and slave of her hus-

I~m She has no rights that any man Is
b-unri to resp."t, and if caught away from
home any man will maltreat her. As a

dm:htet she is seld or given away hy her
father or brothers. amd after marriage she
Is a <drudlge ancd slave. The husb~and can
]end or give his wife away. lie can forbid
her speaking to any other man, and In
sorne tribes she is not allowed to exchange
a word with her grown-up brothers. She
is often a bride at the age of iten, and there
are f w native girls who are not married
befoire" they reach sixteen. There are, 1
am told, many l'achelors, but no old maitds,
f- r eve n an ugly girl canl work, and a man
has the right to as many wives as he can
get. He leaves all his work to his wives,
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The Most Ul1-Treated Women in the
World.

and the more wives he has the richer he is.
W hen a man dies.his widows go to his

eldest brother, who can keep them or dis-
pose of them, as he pleases. The elder
brother has the right to give away or trade
off his sisters. and the same right belongs
to the father. who often trades the fe-

males of the family for wives for his sons.

Can't Complain for Want of Work.
The native woman of Australia can't
complain that all the professions ofher

tribe are not open to her. She does all the
work, from building the house to getting
the food and nursing the baby. Most of
the tribes are nomadic. They huild little
shelters of bark or skins wherever they
camp, starting a new village at each stop-
ping place. In traveling the women carry
all the belongings of the family. They are

ladendown like pack horses and walkalong
hent over behind their husbands, who, per-
haps. carry nothing but their hoomerangs
and clubs. As soon as they come to a new
camp the woman cuts the bark and builds
the hut. She then goes out and digs roots.

picks fruit and climbs the trees tochop
outthe larvae of worms, which she cooks
for breakfast. She often carries her child

with her while at this work. laying it on
the ground as she digs. She cuts the wood
and carries the water, and when she falls
behind she is usually sure of a whipping.
As a result of such treatment she ages rap-
idly, her hair grows gray and her face
amn.k. many a a r t maiou
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are also run down with dogs and spears.
The natives trap birds of all kinds and in
all sorts of ways. They catch pigeons by
throwing nets over them as they sit
about the water holes. They go into the
water with bushes about their heads and
sneak upon the ducks and cranes which
are swimming there. They also catch fish
with nets, and sometimes poison the water
with certain plants and capture the fish
as'they rise to the surface. They catch
catfish by tramping through the streams
and getting the fish under their feet. In
such cases the native kills the fish by bit-
ing deeply into its flesh just back of the
head. He then throws it out upon the
bank, knowing that it will not wriggle its
way back into the water, and feels about
for more.

The Question of Cannibals.
There is no doubt but that the Australian

aborigines are more or less cannibals. The
records show that they have always been
so, and that the eating of human flesh ex-

ists In some parts of Australia today. Carl
Lumholtz, to whom I am indebted for
some of the information in this letter, has
written a book, entitled "Among the Canni-
bals," picturing his travels through the
camps of the Australian aborigines: the
government records also contain Instances
of cannibalism. About twelve years
ago a man named Edwards saw the na-
tives roasting an infant in one of their
ovens. lie watched the blacks open the
body and begin eating the fat, but the
sight made him so faint that he was not
able to continue his observations.
Lumholtz says the natives especially

like the flesh of a black man, and that
any sort of a human being is eaten
as the choicest delicacy. There are

parts of this state of Quensland where
children who die suddenly are roasted, and
there are proofs that native children have
been killed for food. In western Queens-
land the flesh of the pure blacks is pre-
ferred, but half-caste children are roasted
and eaten. It is said, however, that the
people do not care for white man's flesh,
although they are by no means adverse to
a rare hit of Chinaman. There is one in-
stance recorded of ten Chinamen being eat-
en at one dinner, and the statement is
made that the preference for such meat
over that of the white man is because the
white man eats animal food, while the Chi-
nese (online themselves largely to rice and
vegetables.

Throwing the Boomerang.
I bought several boomerangs the other

day, paying about. 50 cents apiece for them.
They are merely little flat bows made of
wood, each about two inches wide and from
twenty inches to a yard long. They have
a natural twist in them, and are so shaped
that when thrown they return to the own-
er. The natives display great skill in
throwing them, but do not, as I had sup-
posed, use them to any extent as a weapon
of war. For fighting and for all heavy
hunting they prefer spears and lances.
They have spears which weigh as much as
four or five pounds, and which are eight or
nine feet in length. Some spears are
barbed with hone, flint or iron. The na-
tives throw them with great skill, and are
so treacherous in their use that the ex-
plorer has to watch out that he does not
receive a spear in his back. The boom-
erang is sometimes used for killing small
birds, but it is to a large extent a play-
thing.

Ghosts and Witch Doctors.
As far as I can learn, the aborigines have

no Great Father like that of our Indians,
although they believe in a future state and
happy hunting grounds. They have a great
dread of ghosts and demons, and think that
certain places, such as caves and thickets,
are haunted by them. They have witch
doctors who cure their diseases, which they
thnk come from the spirits. The doctors
pretend to locate the demon, and they suck
pieces of wood out of the body where the
pain is. They believe that most of their
woes are due to sorcery, and that certain
men can cause others to fall sick and die
if they so wish. They believe their medi-
cine men can make rain, and hold them re-
sponsible for all their sufferings. Theyhave all sorts of charms to bring on and
ward off evil spirits, and of late have an-nouncel their belief that the white settlers
are deal natives come to life again, and
that they themselves will after death again
appear as white men.

Queer Methods of Burial.
The future state of the aborigine depends

largely on how he is buried, and the men
are very careful to inter their dead after
certain rites. As to the women and chil-
dren, they are of no account, either dead
or alive, anl thir remains are usually
rolled up in rugs or between sheets of bark
and thus buriel. A woman will often car-
ry a dead child for a month before sheburies it, laying the body under her head
at night and sleeping upon it, notwith-
standing the horrible odor.
The men are usually bundled up beforeburial. The knees of the corpse are forced

up to its neck and tied there, the arms aretied to the sides and the calves forced upto the thighs and there tied. Then a rugor some pieces of bark are fastened aboutthe body, and it is buried three or four feetdeep in the sand, a mound covered withlogs being erected above it.in other parts of Australia cre-nation ispracticed, while In other sections the deadbodies are dried before the fire until theyturn into mummies. Some tribes lay thedead out upon platforms in the trees andallow the birds to clean the bones, just asthe Parsees do upon their Towers of si-
lence at Bombay. After this the bones areburied in the earth or dropped into a hol..low tree, FRANK G. CARtPENTER.
WHY MEN BECOME DRUNK.

Philosophy of Inebriety Considered
by a Learned Writer.

From the New York Evening Post.
A paper just published by Sir Lauder

Brunton and Dr. Zunnicliffe upon "Cer-
tain Apparently Injurious Constituents of
Potable Spirits" goes a long way toward
explaining the reason for the various phys-
iological symptoms arising from overindul-
gence in alcoholic liquors, particularly of
whisky. Their researches show that while
Intoxication is undoubtedly caused by the
ethyl alcohol in the liquor, the actual way
In which inebriates get drunk, or get so-
ber after being drunk, depends on the qual-
ity of the liquor partaken of, and that
this quality Is positively impurity called
"furfural," which the whisky contains.
The source of furfural in the manufacture
of whisky is a class of substance known
as pentosans; these are derived from the
cellulose of the grain husks, and under the
Influence of that, in the presence of acids,
are, in the wash-still, converted into fur-
fural.
This furfural In the body tends to pass

Into Its corresponding acId, thus diminish-
ing the alkalinity of the blood, which, ac-
cording to most physicians, favors the oc-
currence of gouty deposits In the joints.
The physiological action of pure furfural
on animals and man was studied and led
to interesting results. It gives rise, it ap-
pears, to paralysis of the voluntary mus-
cles and to clonic and tonic convulsions.
The odd point, however, about these

symptoms is their transient nature; imme-
diately after the injection of the drug the
animal would fall completely paralyzed,
convulsions would ensue, and the animal
would then become rapidly normal. The
human subjects who were brave enough to
take this active poison in the same dose
suffered from throbbing headaches, which
lasted for a day. This result leads to the
most interestIng pcint of the research. It
will probably be generally admitted that
the commonest results of too free potations
on the human subject is a bad, throbbing
headache, and this headache appears to be
directly caused by the furfural impurity of
the liguor.
The reason that old whisky Is less liable

to cause headache than new is that ma-
turation diminishes the amount of furfural
which it contains. This effect of matura-
tion can also be obtained by distilling the
fresh spirit with phenyl-hydrazine-sulphon-'
ate. By this means the authors were able
to obtain the effect of it upon animals, com-
paring it with that of the same spirit be-
fore distillation. They found that in the
case of the original spirit drunkenness was
entirely absent, and on becoming sober the
animal appeared perfectly normal and took
food, with relish. Curiously, all "pick-me-
ups," such as citrate of caffeine, are just
such substances as neutralize furfural.

"Why did she break the engagement?"
''He told her that she was the only girl

he had ever kissed."
"Whait of it?"
"Why, she naturally reasone that he

was eit e untrutfu rabu edly tooL-
ish, n was worth having in
either case. '-Chicago Post.
Sentimental sn4~bm-4blirty (?)--"Did

he may he knew me when I 'was a girl?"
'Wwet Twenty"-r"Oh not He said he

reaabers you when he was a boy I"-

PHYSICAL TRuAINIlG
Athletics Discussed by a College

President,

THE BENEFITS OF OUTDOOR SPORTS

General Trend Toward Manliness
and Other Desirable Qualities.

GOLF AND BUSINESS MAN

Written for The Evening Star.
Physical training is becoming a perma-

nent fashion and is calling to its aid the
scholarship and wisdom of Europe and
America. In some form or other, we are

told, it is now provided in nearly 300
American colleges and by more than 400
Young Men's Christian Associations. Sev-
eral hundred cities have made it a part of
the public school system. The Germans in
our country have established hundreds of
gymnasiums, while athletic news fills more
columns in the great city journals than do
the debates In Congress.

I meet men past middle age who are al-
most stupified by the widespread athletic
interest in our country. Some of them are

college men, who gained their exercise
sawing wood or shoveling snow, mowing
lawns or doing other "chores." Some of
these very worthy men sigh for "the good
old times," when foot ball and tennis, base
ball and golf, bicycling and boating were
never thought of as a part of college life.
To me one of the saddest sights is a mid-
die-aged or old man, who has never learned
to play, who has no resources of relaxation,
who cares little for any exercise in the
outer world that is not directly and nar-

rowly useful. I have known grand men
who have broken down utterly and become
nervous wrecks largely because the play
element in human nature had never been
fostered in them.

Training Carefully Directed.
On thing must be said in defense of col-

lege athletics against much hasty criticism,
and that is this, that physical training is
under careful supervision in all our best
colleges. Men who have made a thor-
ough study of the anatomy of the human
body, men and women who have given
years of special investigation of the prob-
lems of health, supervise and direct the
physical life of the young people commit-
ted to their charge. Before athletic con-
tests are possible, the young people of our

colleges must be thoroughly examined, and
over all the physical training, so various
and so useful, which is now provided there
is wise and careful oversight.

Moral Advantages of Athletics.
I wish, first of all, to speak of the moral

advantages of college athletics. A great
preacher, who is also aneducator, said in

my hearing recently that the greatest pow-
er of morals in the mode college is the
gymnasium. He said this d iberately, hav-
ing had wide experience th young men

and knowing the special emptations to
which they are exposed. resident Eliot
wrote that "no American c lege, wherever
situated, possesses any method of discipline
which avails for the supprdssion or exclu-
sion of vice. The vicious student can find
all means of indulgence in the smallest vil-
lage. and the worst vices Are the stillest.
It is a distinct advantage~tf the German
university method that it des not pretend
to maintain any parental Or monastic dis-
cipline over its students, but frankly tells
them they must gov.en themselves. The
moral purpose of a university's policy
should be to train men to self-control and
self-reliance through liberty."
There is a large measure of truth in this

expression of opinion, but I fear that if the
gymnasium and the athletic field were
taken out of the modern college we should
not be able to say with President Eliot that
an active and interesting university "is the
safest place in the world for young men
who have anything in them-far safer than
the counting room, shop, factory, farm,
barrack, forecastle or ranch." f believe
that it is the general testimony of careful
observers, and especially of teachers of
physical culture, that the athletic life is a
moral safeguard for young men. It gives
them an outlet for their energies in the
most earnest, temptable and combative
period of physical manhood; it helps to
send pure blood to the brain; it keeps the
mind from introspection; it oontrols the
heart in the period when youth is most
sensitive and sentimental, and promotes an
all-round healthfulness.
The aroused interest in athletics has been

a great advantage to women as well as to
men, and the new American woman has a
physical vigor and fortitude which give
promise of a better and stronger race.

Ienefits of College Athletics.
From the observations which I have made

in the last few years of the aroused and
widening interest in college athletics I am
persuaded that the advantages are great
and permanent; that the evils are subordi-
nate and temporary.

I always think of John Milton in his
youth as a man whose moral courage was
backed by physical courage. He was a
fencer and one who loved the 'outdoor life
which he has pictured in "L'Allegro"' and
"Il Penseroso." I always think of Wash-
ington as an outdoor man in whom there
was an almost perfect balance of the phys-
ical, mental and moral qualitIes. Gladstone
was a great walker and could wIeld the
ax with a vigor and skill equal to his
strength and expertness in debate. Charles
Kingsley was an outdoor man. One who
walks through the quadrangle of Oxford
and Cambridge and notes the EnglIsh stu-
dents of today must be delighted with their
fresh complexions, their vigorous step, their
cleanly look and well-groomed appearance.
Few specimens of young manhood equal to
them can be found elsewhere. The German
university students appear flabby and weak
in the comparison. In the German army
we see officers who are more like the men
of the English universities, but the beer-
swilling and dueling German student does
not satisfy the lover of physical strength
and symmetry.
One cannot reach the age of fifty and

see much of human life without the convic-
tion that the physical, after all, Is the
basis of success in life, in business, in the
professions and in everything else. How
many dyspeptic, sleepless, anxious-minded
professional men are early disabled and
laid aside because they have not early
learned to take care of the body and had
no joy In any of the out-door sports, some
of tle~m very simple, by which human life
and energy are prolonged.

Golf for the Middle Aged.
The widened and growing' enthusiasm for

the game of golf, which Is fitted to men
and women of sixty and seventy, as well as
to the boys and girls of sixteen, is to me
one of the encouraging sigris of the times.
I know a banker in Chicago whose pre-
carious health made ,his -family nervous,
and cast him into frequent, fits of depres-
sion, who has been physically regenerated
on the golf links. He has something that
gives him perpetual ilnterent, which takes
him out of himself ands out Into God's great
world of air and sky and iheld. An earlier
use of the driver, clique a~d putter would
have saved many a qpinister, lawyer and
business. man from a~nervous collapse.
Some Evils of Odllege Athletie.
Some of the evils of cpllege athletics

are beginning to be alarmingly apparent.
Too much time is taken in the training of
contestants for intercollegiate honors. The
competition has become too sharp and
strong. Perjnissions are given by universi-
ty authorities for such long and frequent
journeys that the work of the student is
oftea serIously interfered witm. Further-
more, men are allowed enrollment In some
colleges whose almost exclusive interest is
in athletIcs. It must be confessed that in
the exqitement of a greet victory college
and university students sometimes plunge
Into serious dissipation. It is plain that
these evils require the strong hand of col-
lege authority for their correction. The
sportsmanlike spirit is sometimes wanting
among the students themselves; they are
so eager for victory that they or their
frends fall sometimes in courtesy and gen-
tiemanlineas, But "quality overdriven be-
comes defect;" all good things have their
evil ides, and In estimating the present
aodonc of athletic life In our clee
there is too often a tendency to manthe evil and to minity the good.
The general trend of tlhis larger and wise

at~Mese life s. to...ad ..-n..e si-s.

straint and that physical vigor which is a
strong condition of success in life. .The
college and university are more and more
to give tone and temper to the American
people. The "rage" for athletics will issue
In a preference for a large measure of out-
door living. The results are to be of ines-
timable advantage to the nation destined
to tue primacy of the globe.
If I had the ear of the leading business

men of America I would whisper in it as
the wisest counsel I know to men over fifty
years of age, "Golf first, and business af-
terward." This means- longer lived, more
successful, happier and better American
citizens.

STANDARDS OF MEASUREMENT.
Variations in Different States and in

Various Countries of the World.
From the New Orleans Times-Democrat.
"The establishment of the bureau of

standards authorized by the recent session
of Congress means ultimately, though not
immediately, the adoption of a standard
United States bushel, ton and every other
weight and measure," explained a gentle-
man who has taken great interest in the
legislation. "At present some states have
what is called a 'short ton' and a 'long ton,'
the former 2,000 pounds and the latter
2,240 pounds, though nearly all the states
which have legislated on the subject in
recent years have adopted a ton of 2,240
pounds as the standard. The United States
government has no standard ton, though in
all contracts when made there is a provis-ion stating that the ton shall be 2.240
pounds, even in states which have a stand-
ard of 2,000 pounds for a ton. The same is
true in regard to the bushel. There are a
lot of instances in which in the same state
the various counties have a different weightstated as a bushel. It is to remedy all
these conditions and seeming contradic-
tions that a national standard is found to
be necessary. Of course the federal gov-
ernment has no power to provide a stand-
ard of anything for a state without the
consent of the state, but it is understood
that, as the federal government is to pro-vide a standard, there will be little or no
objection to the adoption of that standard
by the various states. It means a work of
some years, however. for each state will
have to accept the federal standard by an
expressed statute. It will be a good thingfor all concerned.
"When the standard weights and meas-

ures have been adopted copies of the same
will have to be distributed to each of the
state capitals, so that the pound, pint and
yard will have to be absolutely identical in
each and every state and all portions there-
of. The fact that the United States have
adopted a standard will-have a great influ-
ence in securing the acceptance of the
same in all the states, but it cannot be
legalized in the states unless the states
themselves legislate on the subject.
Strange as it may appear, the British gov-
ernment, though it has a standard yard,
pound and gallon, has no standard acre,
and an acre in many parts of the British
emipire means considerably different from
what it means in other parts.
"The term 'foot' has but little meaning,

though as a rule there are twelve inches
in every foot. The inch, however, is not
always the same. The American inch, by
common consent-for there is no law on the
subject-is identical with the English inch.
One hundred German feet make 14,36
American or English feet. The French
foot varies from ours also, though it is
the same practically.. Though the gas
companies charge so much for every hun-
dred feet, and the electric light companies
so much for every hundre4 watts used,
there is no standard gas foot or electric
watt in this country-that is, a legalized
standard. The gas company foot is an ar-
bitrary thing settled to suit the gas com-
panies, the foot of hardly any two gas
companies in this country being abso-
lutely identical. To standardize such
things is the eventual work of the bureau
of standards. There is no standard what-
ever in connection with electrical measure-
ment, every electric company working out
its own salvation and profit."

IlUNTING PECCARIES.

Fine Sport Among Wild Pigs In the
Colorado Valley.

From the Chiengo Journal.
A large party of sportsmen left Phoenix,

Ariz., Wednesday for a week's peccary
shooting on the lower Colorado rlver, and
from various points in the territory hunt-
ers are flocking toward that district. In
the thick, and sometimes impenetrable, un-

derbrush, from Yuma to the mouth of the
Colorado,'have gathered an immense num-
ber of the wild pigs, and only an occasion-
al hunter and a few Indians have been kill-
ing them. Indeed, so fierce have the hogs
become that Indians and white hunters
alike declare that a contest with a panther
or bear is no more perilous than a meeting
with a wounded boar in the dense under-
brush.
Of late the high water in the Colorado

has driven the porkers from the lowlands,
and in the open they fall an easy prey to
the rifle of the hunter. The Colorado now
is at the highest point known in a decade,the unusually heavy snows in the moun-
tains having put all the tributaries to the
big stream far out of their banks.
Last week a party of three from Phoenix

to'ok a small boat from Yuma, and going
thirty miles down the river disembarked,
and in two days killed more than 200 pigs.
They cured the meat and engaged Mexi-
cans to pack it to Yuma, from where it
was shipped to Kansas City.
The meat ot the wild hog, living on a diet

of roots and wild grain, has a peculiarly
fine flavor, and is in great demand by epi-
cures. The Indians on the Mexican side of
the boundary line have been killing the pigs
by the thousands in the last two weeks and
white traders are buying up the meat and
shipping it out over Gulf of CalIfornia
steamer lines.
The peccaries of the Colorado valley were

unknown fifteen years ago. About that time
Thomas Blythe, the millionaire Califor-
nian, made an effort to establish a colony
on the river near the Mexican line. Swine
raising was to be one of the principal
industries. Fine pigs were brought from
the north to start the business. The colony
was a failure and most of the hogs were
turned loose. They took refuge in the river
bottoms, and out of the Small beginning
have grown into herds of many thousands.

Constant'. Great Picture.
From Pearson' Magazine.
It was in 1869 that Benjamin Constant,

the great portrait painter, first exhibited in
the Paris Salon. "I was scarcely four-and-
twenty at the time," he says, "and, like
most novices, I fancied that the more 'In-
tentions' the artist displays the better the
picture. I entitled my work 'Too Late.' On
a bed In a bare room lay the dead body of
an artist, pale and wan. A figure repre-
senting Death held open the door through
whIch two female figures had just entered.
One, Fortune, held a casket in her hands;
the other, Glory, a wreath of laurel."
"Was the picture successful?"
"Successful! The success it had was ab-

solutely scandalous, principally, naturally,
among the younger generation of critics.
Every post brought me a flood of enthusI-
astic encomiums in prose and verse.
"Among the letters, one particularly im-

pressed me. It was written clearly by the
feeble, tremulous hand of age. The writer,
a professor of musical composition, con-
gratulated me warmly on my work, and de-
scribed, in eloquent and thrilling- terms,
the emotion with which it had inspired
him. He would have liked, he said, to come
and see me, but he was worn and weary
with years, and he begged me, if I could
spare the time, to pay him a short visit.
"I was too deeply touched by the letter

to dream of refusing the request, but I had
hardly set foot -within the garret he lived
In before I started back, appalled at the
harrowing expression of surprise and dis-
illusion I saw overseading the poor, with-
ered face that had greeted me.
" 'What!' he exclaimed. 'You are as young

as that, while I have beerl representing you
to myself as a man buffeted by life's
storms, and, in your work, beheld the strug-
gle of despaIr, the wild groan of one as un-
fortunate as I have been 1 What do I per-
ceive instead?-youth, health, rubicund
cheeks, eyes brimming over with hopel Your
"Too Late" touched me to the core; it was
the very image of my own life and destiny.
Now I realize that for you it was but a
means to attain success too soon, Out of
my sight, you scoundrel' "

A mixed Metaphor.
From the Iandcmn Granicle.
Regarding mixed metaphors (writes a cor--

respondent). I thinir that the following,
which I heard In an Oxford lecture roorn,
is hard to beat: "William IIr'S Dutch fol-
lowers looked upon England as a landflowing with milk an4. honey; they crossed
the chapse so1' Ser the purpose of malngthr een jomi,

WHERE UNCLE SAM'S

UNCLE SAM'S CASH
Twelve Bookkeepers Keep Account of

Seven Hundred Millions a Year.

BIG FIGURES IN DAILY BALANCES

The Work is Important and Like-
wise Arduous.

WARRANT DIVISION "BRAKE"

Written for The Evening Star.
Uncle Sam will spend about $730.00,nKr

between July 1 and June :1) of next year.
All of that immense sum is accounted for
and ultimate record made of it by one set
of bookkeepers, twelve in number, in the
Treasury Department a'eWashington. By
these twelve men Uncle Sam's daily cash
account is kept straight, and every morn-

ing a balance is struck, showing how much
cash the government took in the day before
from its various sources of revenue, and
how much was spent by the several depart-
ments, and giving the total of the remain-
ing cash in hand. Accompanying this daily
balance sheet is a statement made up in
another division showing the character of
the money on hand, gold, silver and bank
notes. It is an interesting place, this
counting room of Uncle Sam, where the
state of the finances is exhibited. A dozen
or so big Ledgers and an immense day book,
known in business houses as a "blotter,"
contain the records. Their pages exhibit
every day exactly the amount of business
the government is doing and whether Uncle
Sam's household expenses exceed his in-
come or not. It must be understood, of
course, that these accounts are a final
summary of the business transacted and
that a thousand and one other books are
required for the detailed record in other
departments.

No Little Business.
Big figures are dealt in here. The book-

keepers make an entry of $25tMym as un-

concernedly as a merchant would enter a

ton of coal or a grocer the sale of a

pound of tea to a credit customer. The
balances are jotted down in pencil and
the bookkeeper will report that "the Navy
Department has only $60.%,00$ left today'
in an off-hand way, as if that were a small
item. Absolute accuracy is required, of
ccurse, and if one of these employes should
make an error in addition or subtraction
he would feel disgraced.
Here is a sample of the daily balance

sheet, which is printed every morning and
laid open to public inspection, This one
was for May 2:

Receipts this day.
Customs ....................... $Sl9.222.24
Internal revenue............ 877,113.11)
Miscellaneous .................. 105,027.5
Total receipts................1,801,362.93

Expenditures.
Civil and miscellaneous......... 1795.000.00
War ............................ 380,000.00
Navy ........................... 100,000.00
Pensions ....................... 500,000.00
Total expenditures............$1,775,000.00
Excess of receipts............. $26,362.00
In other columns on the same sheet are

the receipts and expenditures for the
month and for the fiscal year up to date,
as well as a comparative statement for
the same period in the preceding year.
On another page of the exhibit is a state-

ment prepared by the treasurer's office,
showing the casa in the treasury. The cash
in the general fund was $239,356,708.59.
Against this were liabilities such as out-
standing drafts, disbursing officers' bal-
ances, etc.. amounting to $83,326,415.01,
leaving an available cash balance of $156,-
030,293.58.

Prosperity Marks.
There at a glance is a statement of

Uncle Sam's daily business and running
,cash account. Fortunately, it is a pretty
good statement and shows a prosperous
condition. Besides the valuable cash bal-
ance, what you might term the pin money
of the government, the statement also
shows that the treasury contains a little
matter of $150.000'.000 in gold coin and bul-
lion, a reserve fund, and a trifle of $771,.592,1)89 in gold and silv'er, held for the re-
demption of the paper money current
throughout the country, making every piece
of greenback as g;ood as gold. Your Uncle
Samuel is not contemplating "going broke"
just yet.
This section of the Treasury Department,

known as the warrant division, Is a very
important branch of the government ser-
vice. It is the brake on expenditures. Not
a dollar of the taxpayers' money can be
spent until one of these twelve bookkeepers
looks into his ledger to ascertain that the
account has not l.'een overdrawn. Then,
and not until then, the chief of the dlvi-
sion certifies the existence of a balance
to the credit of the particular account.
When Congress makes an appropriation

for the War Department, say, of $100,000t.

THE ADVANTAGES
Fromi Punch.
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ACCtLi ARE KEPT.

(0), a led er account is opened with the
departmer ,ad the account is credited
with that 'um. Congress gives to each of
the burea s a stipulated amount, and the
accounts re so credited in the ledger.
When the ecretarv of War desires to draw
money to pay the officers and men he
sends to ,he treasury a requisition for
$141(100091, r instance. on account of the
pay and a owance of the army. The book-
keeper lo ka at the req.isition. which
is in th form of a check, and turns
to his let er account to see if there is
$lMI"INN It- If so, he charges the sum to
the accou and a warrant is signed tn the
treasurer f the U'nited States. wh. turns
the mono over to the Secrtaryvf War,
who there fter makes n proper ac, .anting
to the de. gnated < feials who admit and
control ti , cx :enditure s. It is therefore
impossihlb fer an iepart me-nt of tii gov-ernmintnt . get i're mon. out of the
treasury t .an ('ongress has provid'd for it,
as the w tehfitl bo"o'kke-pe rs know to a
peony ho the .tccut stands every hour.

(a -ful %crutiny Required.
The w - ot he b.ookkeelers Is it only

iimportant bmt very arduous. The re'un-
sitions en te piling in sometimes at a tre-
m ndous ate anl each one has to be
scanned. e 'Ing'-r consulted and iareful
subtractio made.-. The hours of labr are
not long. ron' f o'clock a.m. until 4 p in.,
with hAl an hour for lunch. Th,- two
principal ookkeepers receive a2.10 'ar
and ten -t ..M"* a year. They ar. all
experien, 1. careful men, and most of
them hat served long in the department.
The chic of the division gets 53.-wi a
year, and s a busy man. lie has to initial
every re iisition and warrant, for the
Secretary f the Treasury would not sign
a warran without the red ink initials
showing tat the paper had passed the
careful se utiny of the veteran chief ''f the
division.
The divi ion performs other functions he.

sides kee ng Uncle Sam's daily cash ac-
count. A the beginning of every ('ngress
a statem' it :s made showing the probable
needs of he several departments for the
coming y ir, and indicating the estimated
receipts t the government. This is sent
to Congr :s, so that the lawmakers carn
tell readi y how much money they will
proibably ave to appropriate, and hoW
much is d manded for the next fiscal year.

%TENG MAHOGANY.

It Is a ueratie Business I. South
America.

Fron the 'w York 'ress.
The ma logany hunter is the most im-

portant a d best-paid laborer in the Cn-
tral and auth American servic,. for upon
his skill nd activity largely depends the
success o the season. The tr-s do not
grow In "oups, but are scattered promis-
cuously t rough the forest and hild.n in
the dense owth of underbrush, vines and
creepers, nd it requires skillful and ex-

perienced -oodsmen to find them. To feil
a large t ahogany tree is one day's task
for two n ,n. On account of the th'rn-like
spurs wh h project from the trunk at its
base, sea olds are erected and the tree cut
off above hese protuberances, which l-aves
a stump 'om tea to fifteen feet high, thus
wasting e best Part of the tree. After
trimming the tree of its branches it is
hauled b means of a crude truck, with
oxen as otive power, to the bank of the
river. T ere the logs are collected and
made rea y fe- the floods. On the lontgest
rivers th begin in June and July and on
others in )ct iber and Novetfber. The logs
are turne adrift and when they reach tide-
water a caught by means of booms.
From th boom the logs are taken to the
"embarc ero" and prepared for shipment.
A tree makes from two to five logs.

measurin ten to eighteen feet in length
and fro twenty to twenty-four inches in
diameter f:r being hewn.
There I a great range in the value of

mahogan tir.uber. 'Yhe poor grade of short
stock ma sed as low as 50) cents for 1,000
feet, whl '* fancy material, used in the
manufact. of tops of counters, may be
worth $3 for 1,1.00 feet, or even higher.
Previous o the war in Cuba much mahog-
any was shipped from the island to the
United S tes, and the trade has been re-
viving w hmn the last two years. The
finest qu 'ky from this source is called the
"San Jag " and Is used in the manufacture
of fancy furniture and for the interior
work of uses. The price of this variety,
made on ni inch basis, ranges from $140 to
$165 for ,000@ feet. Fine hard Mexican
mahogan , which is one of the most satis-
factory k nds for fine furniture or interior
work, is Id according to the grade. It is
a hard ood, of good color, and finishes
well. T "firsts" and "seconds" in this
class of ock are sold for about $160 for
1,000J feet but when it Is selected It is worth
from $17 to $200. for 1,000 feet. "Com-
mons" se at from (110 to $145. and "culls"
(lowest ade) at from $6ie to $W. The
soft Mex can mahogany is not desirable,
and, in I grades, is worth friem $2o to
$25 for 2i0 feet less than the hard va-
riety.
From ins' an article of luxury, and

used only for cxpensive work, mahogany is
beco~min one of the stable finishing and
furniture 'oods of th'e United States. It is
not a ch ap wood and undoubtedly never
will be, it even lsouses of moderate cost
may con in one or more rooms finished
with it, ud as a furniture wood it has be-
come a , andard. It is reported that one
of the let ling furniture factories 'if Michi-
gan will use this year mahogany for N0
per cent f its product, and other furni-
ture ma rs throughout the country are
nmakintg odium-priced goods 'if this ma-
terial, I use as a veneering is extentsive.
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